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FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UNWFC, OCON 

SUBJECT: WORLD FOOD COUNCIL AGENDA 

REF: (A) ROME 3148, (B) STATE 048698, (C) 75 ROME 16676. 

SUMMARY: MAREI, PRESIDENT OF WORLD FOOD COUNCIL, CALLED MEETING 
OF ALL MEMBERS TO APPROVE WFC AGENDA FOR PREPARATORY MEETING 
MAY 10-14 AND FULL SESSION JUNE 14-16. MAREI EMPHASIZED NEED FOR 
SHORT, CONCISE AGENDA FOR FULL SESSION OF WFC. PREPARATORY 
MEETING SHOULD BE CONSIDERED INTEGRAL PAR OF FULL SESSION AND 
SHOULD REDUCE TO MINIMUM NUMBERS OF ITEMS FOR SUBSTANTIVE DIS 
CUSSIONS IN FULL SESSION. DRAFT AGENDA, COMMENTED ON HEREIN WITH TEXT 
TRANSMITTED SEPTEL, DISTRIBUTED BY MAREI WAS SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT 
FROM ONE PROPOSED IN NOVEMBER, BUT WAS APPROVED IN GENERAL BY ALT. 
WFC COUNTRIES PRESENT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PRESIDENT OF WORLD FOOD COUNCIL SAYED MAREI CALLED MEETING OF 
ALL MEMBERS OF WORLD FOOD COUNCIL AT FAO ON MONDAY, MARCH 1, 

REFTEL A. MAREI LED OFF BY INDICATING THERE HAD BEEN GOOD 
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RPOGRESS ON A NUMBER OF WORLD FOOD COUNCIL (WFC) PROJECTS IN 
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LAST THREE MONTHS SINCE HIS LAST MEETING, REFTEL C. WORKING 
GROUP ON RULES OF PROCEDURE HAS SUCCESSFULLY PREPARED COMPLETE 
DRAFT FOR WFC CONSIDERATION, AND MEETING OF INTERESTED COUNTRIES 
IN INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT HAS PREPARED 
DRAFT ARTICLES. MAREI HIMSELF HAS BEEN IN CONSTANT CONTACT 
WITH OPEC COUNTRIES TO ASSURE IFAD WILL REACH ITS GOAL OF $1 
BILLION AND A SUCCESSFUL PLENIPOTENTIARY MEETING CAN BE CALLED 
IN MAY. WFC HAS MADE ARRANGEMENTS FOR IT TO BE REPRESENTED AT 
RELEVANT MEETINGS OF CIEC, UNCTAD AND UN REGIONAL MEETINGS. IN 
ADDITION, WFC WAS SUPPORTED AT RECENT MEETING OF OAU AND 
DR. HANNAH EXPLAINED WFC'S ROLE TO THE AD HOC UN RESTRUCTURING 
COMMITTEE. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING WAS TO OBTAIN APPROVAL 
OF DRAFT AGENDA FOR WFC'S PREPARATORY SESSION, MAY 10-14, AND 
FULL SESSION JUNE 14-16. MAREI HAD JUST HAD CONSTRUCTIVE MEETING 
WITH GROUP OF 77 AND AGENDA CITED SEPTEL HAS BEEN AMENDED TO TAKE 
INTO CONSIDERATION SOME OF THEIR VIEWS. 

(2) IN COMMENTING ON AGENDA ITEM 1 MAREI EMPHASIZED NEED FOR A 
SHORT, CONCISE AGENDA WHICH WOULD LEAD TO A FEW CRITICAL ITEMS 
FOR THOROUGH DISCUSSION BY MINISTERS AT FULL JUNE SESSION OF WFC. 
AGENDA ITEM 2 - RULES OF PROCEDURE WERE DESCRIBED BY MAREI AS 
DELICATE PACKAGE WHICH HE HOPED WOULD NOT BE OPENED AT PREPARATORY 
MEETING AND SHOULD BE TRANSMITTED IN FULLY AGREED FORM FOR QUICK 
ADOPTION BY FULL COUNCIL. UNITED KINGDOM AND OTHER DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES UNDERLINED IMPORTANCE OF NOT RENEGOTIATING RULES OF 
PROCEDURE AT PREPARATORY SESSION AND IF AGREEMENT COULD NOT BE 
REACHED, NOT TO TRY TO RENEGOTIATE IT IN FULL COUNCIL. GUINEA 
AND MEXICO BOTH STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF DISCUSSION OF RULES OF 
PROCEDURE AND QUESTIONED WHETHER FIVE-DAY PREPARATORY MEETING 
IS SUFFICIENTLY LONG TO CONSIDER THIS MATTER ALONG WITH REST 
OF AGENDA. AGENDA ITEM 3 - REVIEW OF WORLD FOOD SITUATION 
WILL BE BASED UPON PAPER BEING PREPARED BY FAO SECRETARIAT. WFC 
MAY UNDERLINE AND COMMENT ON ITEMS OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE. 

AGENDA ITEM 4 - FOLLOW-UP ACTION HAS BEEN AMENDED SO AS TO DROP 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 7TH SPECIAL SESSION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED ON BASIS OF REVIEW BEING PREPARED BY 
WFC SECRETARIAT. BOTH ITEMS 3 AND 4 CAN HOPEFULLY BE HANDLED IN 
PREPARATORY SESSION SO THAT FULL WORLD FOOD COUNCIL WILL HAVE ONLY 
SHORT SUMMARY OF THESE DISCUSSIONS OF ESSENTIALLY INFORMATIONAL 
AGENDA ITEMS. 
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(3) AGENDA ITEM 5 IS GUTS OF SUBSTANTIVE AGENDA. AND MAREI 
UNDERLINED SUB-ITEMS B AND D. SUB-ITEM A IS SUBSTANTIALLY INFORMA- 
TIONAL REVIEW OF PROGRESS TOWARD SETTING UP INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR 
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. PLENIPOTENTIARY MEETING OF IFAD WILL 
AHVE ALREADY TAKEN PLACE BY FULL WFC SESSION IN JUNE. SUB-ITEM B 
HAD ALREADY BEEN AMENDED TO REFER TO CONSTRAINTS ON AS WELL AS 
RESOURCES FOR FOOD PRODUCTION IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES SO NO COMMENT 
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WAS NECESSARY PER REFTEL B. MAREI 

INDICATED WFC SECRETARIAT IS PREPARING A NUMBER OF PROPOSALS FOR 
THIS ITEM. FOR EXAMPLE, MAREI SUGGESTED SUBJECT OF LENDING 
POLICY AND CRITERIA FOR LENDING ORGANIZATIONS IN AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT. SUB-ITEM C ON FOOD AID WILL PROBABLY BE TAKEN 
CARE OF BY COMMITTEE ON FOOD AID POLICY AND PROGRAMS AND 
AGAIN WILL BE INFORMATIONAL. SUB-ITEM D ON FOOD SECURITY WAS 
ALSO STRESSED BY DR. HANNAH WHO DESCRIBED THIS AS THE HARD 
PROBLEM FACING WORLD AGRICULTURE WHICH WFC MUST FACE. AT THIS 
TIME WFC MUST NOTE LACK OF PROGRESS IN PREPARING WORLD FOOD 
RESERVE SYSTEM AND ATTEMPT TO STIMULATE MUCH GREATER PROGRESS IN 
THIS AREA. DR. HANNAH NOTED THERE MAY BE SUFFICIENT FOOD IN 1976 
AND 1977 BUT THAT WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE FORECAST IN 1974 GRAIN 
DEFICIT OF 80 MILLION TONS BY 1985, AND IN 1976 A PRIVATE US 
STUDY HAS INCREASED THIS ESTIMATE TO 85 MILLION TONS. THIS 
PROBLEM CANNOT BE DODGED IF WFC IS TO MEET ITS ROLE. SWEDEN ALSO 
EMPHASIZED NEED TO DISCUSS RESERVES BUT JAPAN, AUSTRALIA AND CANADA 
ALL FELT THERE WAS NOT VERY MUCH WFC COULD DO IN THIS AREA AT THIS 
TIME GIVEN NEGOTIATIONS IN IWC AND GATT. SUB-ITEM E IS NEW 
ITEM BASED UPON DISCUSSION IN MORNING OF MARCH 1 WITH GROUP OF 77. 

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE ASKED MAREI FOR BACKGROUND IN THIS ITEM AND 
WHETHER IT DIDN'T GENERALLY OPEN AND ENLARGE THE AGENDA FROM MAREI'S 
AND USG'S DESIRE FOR SHORT.CONCISE AGENDA FOR WFC. MAREI EMPHASIZED 
THAT SUB-ITEM E IS ONLY AN "IF" ITEM. ISSUE WOULD ONLY BE RAISED 
UNDER IT IF PREPARATORY SESSION AGREED THERE WAS IMPORTANT ISSUE 
THAT SHOULD BE RAISED AND THAT IT COULD BE REDUCED TO SPECIFIC 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DECISION BY WFC. WITH THIS PROVISO SUB-ITEM E 
WAS NOT AN UNMODIFIED EXPANSION OF WFC AGENDA. OTHER DC 
REPRESENTATIVES EMPHASIZED NEED FOR CONCISE AGENDA AND 
THAT SUB-ITEM E SHOULD NOT BE LIBERALLY INTERPRETED. HOWEVER, 

ON THIS POINT IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT GUINEA STRESSED NEED 
FOR MORE THAN FIVE DAYS FOR PREPARATORY SESSION TO DISCUSS SUCH 
THINGS AS RULES OF PROCEDURE, WFC RELATIONS WITH OTHER AGENCIES 
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AND RELATIONSHIP OF IFAD WITH FAO. MEXICO IN MORE GENERAL 
TERMS ALSO EMPHASIZED INTER-RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SUB-ITEM 5 E 
AND AGENDA ITEMS 3 AND 4. 

(4) ON BASIS OF THIS DISCUSSION MAREI CALLED MEETING TO CLOSE 
AFTER HIS ASSISTANT AZIZ SAID FINAL AGENDA WITH ANNOTATIONS 
INDICATING VIEWS EXPRESSED HERE AND BY GROUP OF 77 WOULD BE 
ISSUED IN NEXT WEEK TO 10 DAYS. AZIZ ALSO PROMISED TO CIRCULATE 
ALL PAPERS FOUR WEEKS AHEAD OF PREPARATORY SESSION.BEAUDRY 
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